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June 2 5 , 1 9 8 0 
Letter to the Editor From the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
I have appreciated the recent editions of the Visitor 
immensely. I part icularly want to thank you for the April 
25 issue, in which the articles "Church Growth a n d / o r 
Doct r ine—Which?" by Harvey Sider, and "Prepar ing 
Christ ian Educat ion Programs for the Future" by Warren 
H o f f m a n were thought -provoking and right on target. 
Articles like these, combined with the welcome emphasis 
on the Church as a body which t ranscends political boun-
daries, make the Evangelical Visitor a periodical for which 
I am very thankful . 
Keep up the good work! 
Glen E. Heise 
Harr isburg, Pa. 
from the Conference Director 
This is the General Conference issue of the Evangeli-
cal Visitor. I wish to express appreciat ion, in behalf of 
the Board of Directors and myself, for the fine coopera-
t ion of Edi tor J o h n Hostet ter and Evangel Press Man-
ager Erwin T h o m a s in providing announcements and 
p romot ion for the General Conference of 1980. 
I also want to thank the many people who have taken 
t ime to carefully fill in the pre-registrat ion forms for the 
Conference. These have all been filed and should be 
helpful in the smoo th opera t ion of Conference registra-
tion. 
A final request: While things are fresh on your mind, 
take a bit of t ime to comment on ways to improve 
registration forms . And then, following Conference, 
share with me your thoughts on how the enter ta inment 
of General Conference could be improved. 
May God 's good blessings continue to be yours! 
. . . Paul Hostetler 
Time brings us to the General Conference issue of E. V. 
again. Since a highlight of the General Conference—the 
Conference Sermon—appears in this issue, the mailing 
date is delayed a few days to relate to the convening of the 
General Conference. Two articles: "Shepherd 's Hear t" and 
the Jane Musser article give meaningful thought and 
comment for church leadership. Note the Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia) release via M C C with other relevant church 
news and general informat ion. 
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Pastor, / 
Do You have 
a Shepherd's 
Heart? Julian A. Howard 
One of God's callings to the ministry 
is that of pastor—an undershepherd of 
God's flock. Eph. 4:11 states, "and he 
gave some pastors." Jeremiah (23:1) 
warns of false shepherds: "Woe be to 
the pastors (shepherds) that destroy 
and scatter the sheep of my pasture, 
saith the Lord." 
One of the primary traits of a true 
pastor or shepherd is a requirement 
that he must have a shepherd's heart. 
The Scriptures give us the marks of 
false shepherds: 
a. "He scatters the flock of God" 
(Jer. 23:2). Any pastor may be placed 
in a situation where circumstances 
beyond his control result in a loss of 
membership in the church. If this 
occurs continually in church after church 
during a man's ministry until a pattern 
of loss and division is found, there is 
serious doubt if he is a true shepherd. 
b. "Their shepherds have caused 
them to go astray" (Jer. 50:6). It is a 
tragedy when Christians are led astray 
by the very one who should be leading 
them in the things of God. 
c. "Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe 
yourselves with the wool; ye kill those 
who are fed, but ye feed not the flock" 
(Ezek. 34:2-3). 
d. "He that is an hireling . . . seeth 
the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep 
and flees" (John 10:12). Here is a 
leader with a purely mercenary spirit 
who works for hire alone. Notice the 
following traits: 
1. He is hired for the job and has no 
love for the sheep. 
2. He is interested only in what he 
receives. 
3. He is never willing to put his life 
on the line to save the flock. 
4. He flees in the hour of danger. 
What really makes a shepherd's heart? 
I. HE H A S A GENUINE COM-
PASSION F O R THE FLOCK. Mat-
thew (9:36) tells us that "he (Jesus) was 
moved with compassion." Compassion 
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must be more than mild interest, pity 
or slight concern, or being uncomfort-
able in the face of need. It is more than 
mere sympathy. The pastor must be 
able to empathize with his people— 
that is, project himself into the situa-
tion until his emotions and feelings beco 
me one with his flock. 
a. He identifies with his people—all 
of them. Some ministers concentrate 
their attention on those members of 
the congregation who are most com-
patible with them. If you visit only 
those whose likes and dislikes are sim-
ilar to yours, you will neglect a great 
portion of the flock. 
b. He unites with their joys and 
their sorrows. Until his heart as a pas-
tor breaks with their sorrows and leaps 
with their joys, he has not really devel-
oped the heart of a true shepherd. Too 
many pastors are bored and frustrated 
with their work. They find joy only in 
social or recreational events and no 
longer thrill with the satisfaction that 
comes f rom helping their people in the 
hours of need. They need a shepherd's 
heart. 
c. He preaches to the needs of his 
people. A pastor confessed that his 
preaching was ineffective until he quit 
preaching on topics and spoke to human 
needs. 
II. THE S H E P H E R D ' S H E A R T 
IS A GENTLE HEART.Isaiah (40:11) 
states, "He leads his flock like a shep-
herd; he gathers the lambs in his arms 
. . . and gently leads those who are with 
young (burdened)." There is great spir-
itual therapy in lending your shoulder 
for someone to cry on and your ear for 
someone to pour his troubles into. In 
fact, effective pastoral counseling may 
be primarily sympathetic listening. 
III. THE H E A R T OF A TRUE 
S H E P H E R D SEEKS THE LOST OF 
THE FLOCK. When a sheep is lost 
from God's flock, it is a loss to the 
kingdom of God. The true shepherd 
must know the spiritual condition of 
each member of his flock. He can 
never be content to take the loss of a 
single sheep without making a valiant 
effort to regain the lost. Jesus men-
tioned the shepherd who left the ninety 
and nine in the fold and toiled all night 
amid dangers and darkness until he 
found the one that was lost. 
IV. THE S H E P H E R D ' S H E A R T 
GIVES C O M F O R T AND ASSUR-
ANCE. The psalmist said, "Thy rod 
and thy staff they comfort me." The 
chief purpose of the rod is not for cor-
rection or discipline but rather to pro-
tect and rescue those who are in danger. 
The pastor with a true shepherd's heart 
protects his sheep from heresy and 
false leaders. He stands between them 
and danger. He leads them by precept 
and example. Sheep can be led any-
where, but they panic when driven or 
chased. 
V. THE H E A R T OF THE SHEP-
H E R D P R O V I D E S F O R T H E 
N E E D S OF THE FLOCK. p s a l m 23 
furnishes the undershepherd with a list 
of essential traits desirable for leading 
the flock of God: 
a. He provides for their needs (no 
want—v. 1). 
b. He plans for seasons of rest and 
meditation for them (lie down—v. 2). 
c. He works for spiritual renewal 
and restoration (restoreth—v. 3). 
d. He calms their fears and anxie-
ties (fear no evil—v. 4). 
e. He rejoices with their joys (cup 
overfloweth—v. 5). 
f. He is interested in God's anoint-
ing upon them (anointest my head 
with oil—v. 5). 
g. He is concerned that they have 
pleasant association (goodness and 
mercy—v. 6). 
h. He keeps the goal in view— 
heaven forever (I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever—v. 6). 
There is no greater calling on earth 
than that of a gospel minister. In the 
ministry there is no greater office than 
that of being a shepherd to the flock of 
God. We should follow the example of 
Christ, the good and the chief Shep-
herd, and strive always for the tender 
heart of a true shepherd. 
Submitted by Bishop David Climenhaga. 
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Inward and Outward Bound 
n faith for the 80s 
A. Gray bill Brubaker 
It would have been a thrill to 
have walked on earth with Jesus, as 
he traveled around over the coun-
tryside of Galilee, Samaria, and 
Judea. As you would walk those 
many paths with him, careful atten-
tion would be necessary to the path 
ahead. Every footfall had to be 
carefully placed because of the un-
evenness of the path. Once in a 
while a little rise might bring into 
view a well where you could hope 
for refreshment—a little rest. If the 
rise was high enough you would 
spot a village in the distance where 
you could pause for the night, be 
refreshed, and then go on your 
journey the following day. 
It was rare, but sometimes it 
would happen, like on the journey 
f rom Jerusalem to Jericho, you 
would come out onto the escarp-
ment and you could look far out 
into the distance. A little to the south-
east you would see the midday sun 
glistening on the heavy metallic 
waters of the Dead Sea and reflect-
ing back into your face. Coming 
down to it you would see the green 
ribbon of the banks of the Jordan 
River, and nestled in along the 
foothills a little bit to the left of that 
you would see the garden green city 
of Jericho. Its flowing springs cause 
the palm trees to grow and water 
the vegetables and fruit gardens of 
the inhabitants, give drink to their 
cattle, sheep and goats, and make 
Jericho the city which has endured 
and is there even today. 
You would look from this escarp-
ment into the sky to see if clouds 
were beginning to form. If there 
were no clouds you would know 
that the sun was going to shine and 
it would be a pleasant day for walk-
ing, but rather hot. Maybe in the 
middle distance you would see a 
tree where you could stop for a few 
moments of rest in the shade and 
find relief f rom the hot midday sun. 
Well, we've lost that today. We 
go speeding along in our super-
charged automobiles down the con-
crete highways, so fast that we don't 
even have time to avoid the potholes. 
But modern technology has given 
us independent suspensions which 
take care of those. In fact if some-
body is riding along with you he 
might say, "Look at that," and you 
say, "That what?" And he says, "It's 
too late. It's gone now. You missed 
it." I heard of a man who had gone 
to a very exotic vacationland and 
when he came back was asked, 
"Where is this place?" And he said, 
"I have no idea. I went by airplane." 
And we call this progress, and maybe 
it is. Maybe? 
But the Christian walk is differ-
ent whether for us as individuals, 
for congregations, or for the broth-
erhood as a whole. The only air-
plane ride is the one that comes at 
the end. The rest of the journey is 
step by step, with a careful watch on 
the uneven path so that every foot-
fall will be well set. As we come into 
this new decade it's like standing on 
that escarpment looking far into the 
future. We take this ten-year span 
and try to identify what is out there. 
Only in our case the future is veiled 
in a mist, and it's only dimly that we 
can see at all, as Saint Paul says, 
"through a glass darkly" (I Cor. 
13:12 KJV). In fact, we see into the 
future only in light of past expe-
riences, in the light of our best pro-
jections, and in light of what we 
understand of the prophetic word 
of God. Saint Peter ends his pro-
phetic word with the question, "Since 
everything will be destroyed in this 
way, what kind of people ought you 
to be?" (2 Peter 3:11 NIV) 
How will the 80's differ f rom 
preceding decades? The introspec-
tion of past generations was too 
negative. We also felt guilty if we 
couldn't find at least a loss of first 
love to repent of. Our calvinistic 
brethren with their particular insight 
kept asking us if we were still saved. 
Thank God for the more positive 
view of the 70's. 
On the other hand, we have flaunted 
our heritage nearly enough. New 
believers among us have felt uncom-
fortable as we tried to square our 
doctrine and practice with that of 
our very human forefathers. We 
need to turn our energies f rom "dis-
covering" what our pietist, Ana-
bap t i s t , and Wesleyan f a t h e r s 
thought and practiced in their day 
to identifying the Brethren in Christ 
understanding of "The Way," and 
then turning the searchlight of the 
Word on that. 
We needed to discover our heri-
tage and we did it well in the bicen-
tennial years. The plunge into the 
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80's requires that we identify the 
biblical way for us today. What is 
the "word" for us as we stand on 
this promontory and look ahead? 
As we look forward into that, we 
ask ourselves what kind of faith we 
do need for the decade that is ahead 
of us. A faith for the 80's. 
I would suggest first of all that we 
need an inward as well as an out-
ward look. Our conference theme 
draws f rom the Outward Bound 
movement , renowned for the shat-
tering of complacency, the setting 
of significant challenges and the 
v igorous str iving to meet those 
challenges. Our challenge is the old 
one that Jesus refers to, Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and 
thy neighbor as thyself (Mark 12:30, 
31). 
Inward — Loving God 
A. Heart 
Dr. J. Allan Petersen, in a talk to 
the Ministers Conference in 1976 at 
Messiah College, characterized them 
something like this: The heart, the 
whole affectional nature. Loving 
God with all of our capacity to love. 
This doesn't mean merely loving 
God more than we love our parents, 
our spouse or our children. It rather 
means that we love God completely, 
wholly, totally, so that we love our 
parents, our spouses, and our chil-
dren only in the sense that we accept 
them f rom God and hold them in 
Him. As we love God completely 
and entirely we are therein and 
thereby loving those whom we hold 
in him. Love of people, position, 
power, philosophies, possessions, 
pleasures, and any other love that is 
not in God is illicit love. From the 
prophet Jeremiah (3:8) through to 
Revelation (2:22) this is referred to 
again and again as spiritual adul-
tery. In the 80's we need to love God 
with all of our heart if we are going 
to be his people. 
B. Soul 
Loving God with the whole soul— 
our volitional nature—that great 
gift that God gave only to the 
human within his creation. The 
power of moral choice. We, you 
and I, people; we can choose between 
right and wrong. As we choose 
right, our whole choice needs to be 
in him. By that we mean, we first of 
all choose, irrevocably without any 
intent or purpose of change or hold-
ing anything back, the whole will of 
God. And then we go on, loving 
God with all of our volitional nature, 
our day by day choices are in him, 
when we love him with the whole 
soul. 
C. Mind 
Loving God with the whole mind— 
with our intellectual nature. Pro-
verbs tells us that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
chapter 9:10 and in 1:7 he says, 
"The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge." Saint Paul in 
Ephesians chapter 4, verse 21 says, 
"surely you heard of him and were 
taught in him in accordance with 
the truth that is in Jesus." That's the 
Him. Truth is in Jesus. All truth is 
in Him. Colossians 1:17 says, "He is 
before all things and in Him all 
things consist, all things make sense, 
all things hold together." All truth 
is God's truth. God puts no pre-
mium on ignorance. We are encour-
aged, indeed challenged, to look for 
all the truth there is. Any other 
thing can not be t ruth, for all truth 
is in Him, who said, "I am the truth" 
(John 14:6). Loving God with the 
whole of our mind, our intellectual 
nature. 
D. Strength 
A faith for the 80's will require 
that we love God with the whole of 
our strength, the whole of our phys-
ical nature. All that we are physi-
cally, the strength that we possess, 
the ability to move, to walk, the 
ability to speak, the ability to work, 
holding it all in him. That means 
that anything that would detract 
f rom our strength, whether alco-
holic or workaholic, means loving 
God with less than all of our strength. 
Beware lest we should meet him 
before our time because we had 
abused our health, having loved 
him with less than all of that strength 
that he had given us. Loving God 
with all hear t , soul, mind, and 
strength. 
And wherein then is the spiritual? 
It is all spiritual. The spiritual is in 
the loving. Saint Paul says (Romans 
12:1 and 2) that we should present 
our bodies to him; that is our "spir-
itual worship" (NIV), in what is 
possibly the best translation. And 
so our whole physical as well as our 
affectional, our intellectual and our 
volitional natures are in him. We 
love him with all of it. A faith for 
the 80's will not allow us to divide it 
into the sacred and the profane, or 
the godly and the ordinary, the spir-
itual and the secular, or whatever. It 
is all in him when we love him with 
all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. Let us therefore draw near 
unto him in full assurance of inward 
individual faith. 
Outward — Loving our neighbors 
A. Aware, determined, fixed 
A faith for the 80's will have an 
outward dimension as well. Jesus 
said that we must love our neigh-
bors as ourselves. We interact with 
the world around us as an article of 
faith. This requires an awareness of 
that world. I suppose there was a 
day in which we could draw within 
our little circles and ignore what 
wetit on in the outwide world. Visit-
ing in Center County, Pennsylvania 
a few years ago, 1 was told of Rollie 
Zettle of a previous generation. He 
lived beside the railroad that fol-
lowed the beautiful Penn's Creek 
through the green mountains f rom 
Bellefonte to Selinsgrove on the 
Susquehanna River. He had talked 
for years about going south, "Ah 
yes, one of these days I'm going 
south." At last the day came and he 
made his big move. He bought his 
ticket, got on the train at Spring 
Mills going south. At Coburn, the 
next station six miles down, he got 
off, got the next train back and 
talked for the rest of his life about 
the time he went south. 
Our world isn't that big anymore. 
The things around us, the economic, 
political, and educational systems; 
all of the spiritual pressures of ma-
terialism, hedonism—the worship 
of pleasure, the worship of self, cult-
ism, the occult; all of the activities, 
leisure time, sports, and many oth-
ers press in upon us today to such 
an extent that we can not ignore the 
world around us. In the 1980's we 
are going to have to be aware. We 
are going to have to know what's 
going on out there, lest we fail to be 
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prepared for it. 
At the same time, we must be 
unequivocal. The 1980's are going 
to call for a faith that is firm as a 
rock, not shifting with the sands. It 
must be more than just simply firm, 
unequivocal, it must be determined. 
We are going to have to know what 
we believe and what we believe 
must be the t ruth of God. It is not 
enough merely to be sincere. It is 
God, the Lord whom we serve. The 
gospel is the good news that God 
was in Christ Jesus reconciling the 
world unto himself (2 Cor. 5:19), 
and that God gave the power of the 
Holy Spirit to infuse and empower 
us, his servants, both to stand and 
to do. 
And we need to take a firm stand 
for what we believe. The dividing 
line between right and wrong in this 
world is becoming more clearly 
defined. The dividing line between 
God's people and the devil's people 
is becoming ever sharper. And more 
and more lonely are those who are 
trying to stand in the middle. Deter-
mined and f ixed—a faith for the 
80's is going to require that. 
B. Aggressive action 
However, being fixed might be 
referred to as being merely obsti-
nate. That also is inadequate. A 
faith for the 80's will have to be a 
faith that results in aggressive action. 
Traveling f rom my home in the 
Allegheny Conference to this Gen-
eral Conference site in Ontario, I 
follow the Susquehanna River for 
some miles. At one point I always 
notice a stone pier that stands in the 
river. Once it was connected by 
bridgework to other piers. It served 
a useful purpose. Now it just stands 
there , unequ ivoca l , de te rmined , 
fixed. But long ago the floods car-
ried away its bridgework and it 
s tands there merely to impede the 
water's flow and as a testimony to 
uselessness. We would have a faith 
that is more than obstructionist, a 
memorial to something that was 
once useful but has since lost its 
connection to reality and is now 
only an impediment to the flow. 
While legalistic dress codes easily fit 
this description, more thoughtful 
churches will examine, for exam-
ple, such subjects as outdated meth-
6 
ods of evangelism, Sunday School 
class structures, and church organi-
zational processes. The easy road of 
doing things because they have al-
ways been done must give way to a 
faith that results in aggressive action. 
For example, that action may mean 
canvassing our communities to dis-
cover who is out there, analyzing 
the data to discover the areas of 
receptivity, and determining the best 
methods, however untraditional, to 
bring them the life giving gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 
Paul talks in 1 Corinthians 9 
about the faith that impelled him. 
"Woe is me if I do not preach the 
gospel." It is incumbent upon me to 
preach the gospel. Just hear it com-
ing through 
Read f r o m verse 19 (NIV)— 
"Though I am free and belong to 
no man, I make myself a slave to 
everyone to win as many as pos-
sible. To the Jews I became like a 
Jew, to win the Jews; to those 
under the law I became like one 
under the law (though I myself 
am not under the law) so as to 
win those under the law; to those 
not having the law I became like 
one not having the law (though I 
am free f rom God's law, but am 
under Christ's law) so as to win 
those not having the law. To the 
weak I became weak, to win the 
weak. I have become all things to 
all men so that by all possible 
means I might save some. I do all 
this for the sake of the gospel 
that I might share in its blessings. 
Do you not know that in a race, 
all the runners run but only one 
gets the prize. Run in such a way 
as to get the prize. Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into 
strict training. They do it to get a 
crown that will not last but we do 
it to get a crown that will last 
forever. Therefore I do not run 
like a man running aimlessly. I 
do not fight like a man beating 
the air. No, I beat my body and 
make it my slave so that after I 
have preached to others I myself 
will not be disqualified for the 
prize." 
That 's an aggressive faith. A faith 
that recognizes that there are peo-
ple out there crying for action and 
applies itself determinedly to dis-
covering and implementing the best 
ways to act. 
C. Our agenda 
l o meet the challenge of the 80's 
we must have our own agenda. We 
must set out on the path as we stand 
on this escarpment looking far out 
as into the Jo rdan River Valley, 
with the Dead Sea and the river and 
Jericho, and there we must plot our 
course. And though the mists are 
thick, and we cannot see very well, 
still the experiences that are behind 
us make it very clear to us that this 
is the kind of action that the 80's 
will call for. This is the kind of eter-
nal vigilance that will be required if 
we as a Christian body are going to 
hear the words "well done" (Mat-
thew 25:21). 
1. Content 
To act effectively with relevance 
our agenda must include the tradi-
tional emphases: evangelism, nur-
ture, and ministry. By evangelism I 
mean the presentation of the gospel 
to the lost in such a way that they 
will make an intelligent decision 
whether or not to receive Jesus as 
Saviour: by nurture—instruction to 
believers that they may know the 
Lord and reflect him in lives of 
holiness: by ministry—the motiva-
tion of the believer to serve the Lord 
in the worship of God and in the 
service of others, materially as well 
as in evangelism, nurture, and min-
istry which begin the cycle again. 
We once had a lay ministry which 
involved nearly every family as both 
the responsibility for hosting the 
cottage meetings as well as the min-
istry of the Word had a wide circu-
lation. We have moved almost en-
tirely to a "professional" ministry in 
a professional setting—the church 
building and in the process the lay 
participation declined. We need to 
recapture the biblical understand-
ing that the work of the pastor is to 
"prepare God's people for works of 
service" (Ephesians 4:12 NIV). 
Our agenda must have a global 
vision. The mission fields of the 
world are not closed and our work 
there is not completed. The global 
soul winning vision must be ac-
companied by a global humanitar-
ian effort. James clearly teaches 
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that it does not profit to say, "Go, I 
wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed" while we do nothing about 
physical needs (James 2:16 NIV). 
This too has been a traditional 
Brethren in Christ emphasis. 
I suggest that our agenda must 
also reach into what are for us new 
ideas. We need to speak to our 
social, economic, and political struc-
tures in ways that we have not yet 
spoken. We need to participate with 
other evangelical Christians in the 
prayerful choosing of our local and 
national leaders at the earliest stages 
and not merely be content to wait 
and vote between candidates and 
issues chosen without our influence 
or even worse, to allow the total 
energy that we expend in the politi-
cal arena to be that of decrying the 
awful state of governments. An ag-
gressive faith does not pine for the 
"good old days." It stands on its 
firm foundat ion and reaches out to 
impact a world. 
2. Attention 
We must have an agenda that is 
important enough to require our 
full attention. We are too easily 
bound up with the affairs and cares 
of this life. It is so difficult to sort 
out our priorities. What is it to 
which we should give our full atten-
tion? If we are going to survive the 
80's as more than an anachronism, 
we are going to have to consider the 
agenda item sufficiently important 
to require our full attention. 
3. Time 
We also need to consider it to be 
urgent enough to demand our time. 
We are such busy people. Time flies 
by! Can you believe that we are at 
the third quarter of 1980? The first 
half already gone! Can you even 
believe that 1980 is here? The days 
are gone when we can afford to give 
to God and the church merely the 
time that is left after all the other 
things are cared for that clamor for 
our attention. 
4. Power 
And then, we need to recognize 
that the task of the 1980's requires 
an agenda big enough to require the 
power of God. We cannot do it on 
our own. Those of you who are fol-
lowing the daily readings of the 
Walk Through The Bible for this 
year, noticed sometime ago a little 
comment at the side which said, 
"dare to attempt something today 
so big that unless God helps you it is 
bound to fail." Have you ever done 
that? Something big enough to de-
mand the power of God for its 
accomplishment. 
A couple of years ago in a sermon 
to pastors at the Roxbury Holiness 
Camp in Pennsylvania, our brother 
Simon Lehman recounted the exper-
ience of John Maxwell, a superin-
tendent in the Churches of Christ in 
Christian Union. John Maxwell was 
on his knees before God praying for 
power, "O Lord give me power." It 
seemed the heavens were brass and 
his prayers got no higher than the 
ceiling so he prayed again, "O Lord! 
give me of your power!" At last he 
heard God speaking to him. This is 
what God said, "John Maxwell, 
with all the more you've got on your 
agenda, you don't need any of my 
power ." The Brethren in Christ 
Church does require the power of 
God to meet the agenda of the 80's. 
Conclusion 
A faith for the 80's in its inward 
dimension requires a heart, soul, 
mind, and strength given over com-
pletely to God in love. In its out-
ward thrust it requires a faith that is 
aware, unequivocal, determined; it 
requires a faith that results in aggres-
sive action. Action on an agenda 
that is important enough to require 
our full attention. Urgent enough to 
demand our time; and big enough 
to require the power of God to see it 
through. Let us pray. Father, we 
would ask you to forgive us for 
indifference, the opposite of loving 
with all of our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength. Lord make us diligent 
as we look into the future, through 
the mists—diligent to love you su-
premely, to believe you entirely, 
and to work for you untiringly in 
the strength and the wisdom and 
the power of Almighty God. For we 
pray this in Jesus' name. Amen. 
Rev. Brubaker is pastor of the Chambers-
burg Brethren in Christ Church. 
From Japan . . . 
"Just a further note about the 
church at Yayoidai in Kodaira. In 
January, the congregation decided 
that they wanted to become finan-
cially independent of the mother 
church. Also they wanted to take 
responsibility for the activities and 
outreach of the church. The target 
da t e fo r th i s was April 1980. So, dur-
ing March the church board, which 
had been elected at the end of Febru-
ary, met almost weekly to plan and 
set goals, budget, etc. On Easter 
Sunday, April 6, the church made its 
start. They had been asked by the 
church board to give a special Easter 
offering so there would be a financial 
base to operate on. They responded 
by giving an offering that was 10% of 
the annual budget. 1 /10th of the 
budget raised and still 51 Sundays to 
go! There was great rejoicing. 
"There is an excitement, an expec-
tancy, and also a sense of responsibil-
ity now that it is their own church. 
When control was with the mother 
church, the believers received and 
followed. But now that the responsi-
bility has been given to them the 
response has been just wonderful to 
watch, not only in giving of money, 
but in dedication, as well. I just thank 
God that I have been privileged to 
become part of this adventure." 
—from Martin Zook letter 
"Holiness —God's Highway to Wholeness" 
The banner was lifted high on the stage 
of the Spi lman aud i to r ium. This spacious 
bui lding was one of the m a n y buildings at 
the Ridgecrest Baptist Cente r in Ridge-
crest, Nor th Caro l ina , the site fo r the 112th 
Annual Christian Holiness Association Con-
vent ion. Exhibi ts were on display and 
meals were received in R h o d o d e n d r o n 
Hall. Seminars , board meetings, and ladies' 
meetings convened in Lambd in audi to-
r ium. The m o u n t a i n s su r rounded the quiet 
comfor t of this awe inspir ing haven. 
The speakers very ab ly spoke to the 
theme of the conven t ion . Dr . Dennis Kin-
law, President of C .H .A . , opened the pub-
lic rallies with the theme, "Holiness , God ' s 
Plan fo r Wholeness in the Wor ld . " Dr. 
Earle Wilson closed the convent ion speak-
ing to the theme, "Holiness , God ' s Plan fo r 
Wholeness in the Family." All other seminars 
and rally speakers spoke on the Holiness of 
God and its re la t ion to the needs of man-
kind, including "Wholeness , God ' s Means 
fo r Heal ing H u m a n Hur t s . " The Bishops 
present felt tha t all our ministers would 
profi t greatly by a t tending. 
to page 14 
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The Church after the Revolution: 
Report on Cuba 
Roy V. Sider 
The woman customs officer was gracious but firm. The 
Spanish Bibles J. Wilmer Heisey and I were bringing as 
gifts to the church in Cuba were methodically removed at 
the point of entry and returned upon leaving three days 
later. That simple act must be understood in context. 
Other persons' books and articles were treated similarly. 
(The " importa t ion" of goods for resale is a clandestine 
"tourist" operation.) A recent shipment of Bibles was 
imported to Cuba through the United Bible Society with a 
proport ionate allocation to the Brethren in Christ church 
in Cuatro Caminos. 
Juana Garcia, a woman of faith, "a quality blend of courage 
and wisdom." 
Indeed, the congregation at Cuatro Caminos and specif-
ically the home of Juana Garcia was the destination of the 
two mission administrators. Juana worked for the mis-
sionaries until they left in 1960. For these 19 years she 
demurely served as pastor with a quality blend of courage 
and wisdom. A night was spent in jail rather than surrender 
the key of the church school building without authoriza-
tion f rom the directors of the church. The usual practice of 
providing transportat ion for Sunday School children 
brought a fine and a judge's counsel that children may not 
be brought to church without their parents. Now the 
moment arrived to meet this woman of faith! 
Juana and her husband, Julian Gonzalez, opened wide 
their hearts and home to welcome brothers never seen 
before. Extra food supplies, gleaned f rom friends and 
farms, well seasoned with joy and love, and garnished with 
fellowship in the Lord, made every meal a time of 
celebration. 
The quality of the youth ranks high on the list of endur-
ing impressions of this post-revolutionary church. Jose 
Francisco Rodriguez is a prime example. Seventeen-year-
old Jose is the son of a family converted to Christ in recent 
years. Mature beyond his age, Jose preached the sermon 
for the youth night on Saturday. Attendance was the high-
"The quality of the youth ranks high on the list of enduring 
impressions." 
est of the four evening services during the visit. The percent-
age of youth in the Cuatro Caminos congregation would 
match or exceed the average Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion in North America. Jose is considering giving himself 
to the Lord for pastoral ministry. Wilmer adopted him as 
his Timothy! 
The church is finding its way in renewed relationships 
with the Brethren in Christ of Canada and the USA. Visits 
by brothers and sisters f rom the north are welcomed by 
both the government and the church. Due to several fac-
to page 10 
"The percentage of youth in the Cuatro Caminos congregation 
would match or exceed the average Brethren in Christ congrega-
tion in North America." 
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Dit ary Excerpts, John R. Sider 
Kreit Fright ("kreit" rhymes with "fright" and is one of 
the area's deadliest snakes). After evening prayers, Ethel 
and I came to the house of plates for supper. As I opened 
the screen door a kreit dropped f rom above the door and 
headed my direction (I suppose to make his getaway, but 
how was I to know?). I slammed the door shut hard and 
fast and called for help. The fellows came with their stand-
ard weapons—sticks called "lathis." They gathered round 
as I gingerly opened the door again. The snake slithered 
out, but not far, as the lathis cracked down on it. The 
proverbial sigh of relief was longer than usual! Then 
throughout the supper hour we had, besides chappattis 
and curry, a long narrat ion and description of snakes and 
encounters. 
After tea<5nis 'af ternoon, several of the young men 
planted small jack fruit trees around the yard—hoping to 
eventually realize income f rom the sale of the fruit. Paul's 
nanny goat presented them with three wobbly kids today. 
The village wise man had predicted three as some rather 
obvious signs may have also predicted. Maybe I could be a 
village wise man! 
This evening before the meal, Emmanuel was asked to 
pray. He prayed for the poor people—wish people at home 
could have heard that kind of prayer and the conditions 
under which it was prayed. 
T h M A M M 
We left early this morning to go to Saharsa where we 
awaited Don and Marlene's arrival f rom Calcutta. Wel-
comes and farewells have been said at the Saharsa railway 
station for more than sixty years by Brethren in Christ 
personnel. The Shafers looked in remarkably good condi-
tion for having spent a night and most of the day on the 
train. Bishop Don led the evening prayers in the church. 
Then, with the hydro off, the house roof top was a pleasant 
spot with a slight breeze under the clear sky and as the 
night darkened, the Milky Way grew clearer and brighter. 
We enjoyed the evening meal and family prayers with 
the Surendra and Mary Rai family. The family is a strong 
unit here in the Indian culture. 
Who coitfkf have pf'edicted all the events of this day? 
Concluding the full weekend of meetings with the church 
leaders and their wives, Bishop Don and I both spoke this 
morning—his message was practical and pointed—hope it 
was heard. I concluded my series with the third chapter of 
Colossians, emphasizing again the Lordship of Christ, 
illustrating it with the story of Walter Taylor's sacrificial 
life. 
As the noon meal was in progress, someone came from 
Khannua to say that Benjamin Marandi had died in the 
early hours of the morning. This news caused a sudden lull 
in the chatting but it soon resumed as they began to discuss 
plans. From Banmankhi (that's where we are now) to 
Khannua is about twelve miles or an hour's travel. From 
Khannua to Purnea where Benjamin had prepared his 
grave nearly ten years ago is another hour by jeep. 
As several said, "It is in God's planning that you are here 
t . t 
Benjamin Marandi. "I saw 
the face of Benjamin in death 
and remembered the same 
face in life with its smile and 
enthusiasm and fervour in 
preaching." 
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now." With burial the same day as death, without the jeep 
it would have been impossible. Several young men went 
directly to Purnea by bus to get the grave ready, to buy 
wood for the coffin and to spread the news. 
Arriving at Khannua we found the village people expect-
ing us, having prepared Benjamin's body—it was washed, 
well-oiled, covered with a white sheet, and with a few twigs 
along the edge of the rope bed that held the body. I saw the 
face of Benjamin in death and remembered the same face in 
life with its smile and enthusiasm and fervour in preaching. 
I remember the small cross necklace he gave us when we 
left India in 1972. I remember the attention he gave our 
children. I remember his amazement at hearing the mis-
sionaries sing a hymn in four-part harmony. "They're sing-
ing four songs all at the same time," was his perplexed 
comment. I remember that when God gave him the night 
vision in 1945 coinciding with Isaac Paul's arrival to ask 
him to come to North Bihar, he came to this area when 
there were no Christians and now they number nearly one 
thousand. 
Benjamin's face did not show the wrinkles and hollow 
cheeks that one might have expected for a 90-year-old. 
We reached Purnea as the young men were building the 
box using their simple hand tools. Luke Murmu said, "We 
say in India that when the children gather then father can 
die in peace. You are also Benjamin's children. You have 
come. He knew you were here. Now he has died in peace." 
Except for the young men's voices and the sounds of 
their tools, the late afternoon was quiet and the sky deep 
blue with piles of white clouds reflecting the evening sun. 
Work was finished by 6:00 p.m. and it was dark as we 
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walked along the dusty road to the church. Three flickering 
lanterns provided light in the church. Patras Hembrom led 
the service and on his invitation I spoke briefly, consider-
ing it an honour. I recalled the inspiration and challenge of 
Benjamin's life upon mine, his sacrificial life for the 
church, and then spoke on behalf of the church in Canada 
and America. 
The body was then placed in the coffin, his face was 
uncovered as everyone gathered round and more oil was 
poured over the body and on the ground. The lid was 
nailed on. Six young men carried the box through the rice 
fields to the grave and when the body was lowered each 
took a handful of dirt and threw it in. Isaac Paul had come 
by train and so was delayed. Patras expressed regret that 
the service was already finished. Isaac replied, "That's all 
right—at least I got here," and he threw in a handful of 
ground. 
In conversation with Patras later he recalled a conversa-
tion with Benjamin only about a month before his death. 
Patras had asked Benjamin what he would suggest if he 
died at Khannua and his grave was in Purnea. With an 
answer that was characteristically optimistic he replied 
that God would take care of the arrangements—and God 
di lid" 
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Ethel an<£71eft for Bariol about 7:30 a.m. In the 10:00 
a.m. service I counted well over 300 attendants. How's that 
for church growth! In 1965 there were about 60 at a full 
gathering of the Uraons. When we left India in 1972 there 
were about 120. Now 300. 
During the offertory prayer a dog grabbed hold of a little 
boy near the edge of the crowd. As soon as prayer was 
finished a third of the audience was on its feet and ready for 
revenge. Someone went after the dog while Barnabas got 
the audience settled. After service we saw the dog dead in 
the rice field near the path. 
Sohan assumed responsibility as "policeman" settling 
down any who were too noisy, waking up the sleepers, 
making sure there was no wasted space for seating people. 
He's a tiny, diminutive fellow but people listened. 
There are in these days here, excellent opportunities for 
teaching—but how much can they retain? I left my con-
cerns for them in Philuppians 1:27. 
Barnabas ana I left about 8:30 returning at 5:30 covering 
80 kilometers by motorcycle and visiting five villages and 
most of the Christian families in those villages. One of the 
centres is Hazriganj where Christians gather f rom three or 
four other villages with an average attendance of 35-40. 
This has been a centre of worship since 1977 when the 
gospel came to the area. I was impressed with the quality of 
the new converts. 
We were greeted warmly and conversation was unhur-
ried. I guess this is also part of India that I miss—sitting on 
the grass mats or around the fire and smoke of rice straw 
with the Milky Way clearer than ever with the only other 
light the silver of the moon four nights old and hearing the 
stories of how the gospel has changed their lives. 
Barnabas Minz, pastor and 
evangelist among the Uraons 
in the Purnea area. 
At Munsibari we were served rice and chicken curry— 
after having already been served too much tea. I noticed 
the young coconut trees had stones tied to the branches. 
Why? "It was," they explained to the foreigner, "to make 
them produce good fruit!" But somehow they didn't seem 
too convinced of their explanation. 
The whole village scene is another world—the narrow 
path along the raised mound that marks the rice field 
boundary—the hard-packed entrance to the courtyard 
with its fresh, almost shiny, new layer of cow dung thinned 
with water—dogs, chickens, goats never far away and 
ready to snatch any food bits that might be dropped or laid 
over the side of the banana leaf plate—children dressed 
only in their necklace and bracelet—the slow pace of life, 
unhurried since a thousand years and I suppose another 
thousand won't hurry any faster. 
Or the train station as we waited for the train to Nepal. I 
had just had lunch so I refused the persistent tea vendor 
and also refused the fellow who wanted to give me a back 
massage. Having failed in that business endeavor, he 
stayed a while longer to beg. 
Report on Cuba 
from page 8 
tors it is probably wise to space the contacts with the 
church. A former visit resulted in several hours of deten-
tion and questioning after the informal farewell in the 
pastor's home was interpreted by authorities as an unau-
thorized church service. A subsequent frank discussion 
with officials brought reassurance of the welcome extended 
to visitors f rom the north with guidelines which include, 
(a) all services are to convene in the church building and 
(b) specific authorization must be received for the times 
when guest ministers speak. Hence on this visit Brethren 
Heisey and Sider were presented with a letter approving 
their ministry in both the morning and evening services. 
These observations came from the visit: 
—The church in Cuba is alive and growing. The Chris-
tian witness continues to bear fruit in changed lives. 
—There is freedom to worship and proclaim the word of 
God in public services convened in the church building. 
—Private and family prayer and Bible reading in the 
home are undisturbed. 
— Radio ministries are a significant source of encourage-
ment. 
—Efforts are in progress toward increasing the scope of 
contacts including visits from the church in Cuba. We 
have much to receive from our brothers and sisters. 
—Ways should be sought to grant ministerial credential-
ing for Juana Garcia. 
—There is fresh affirmation that the vitality of the 
church continues in nations with diverse social systems. 
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Russia in 1920. following the revolution Deeply moved. North American Mennonites organized a Central Committee and sent massive food aid to their brothers and sisters in need This relief continued through 1921 and 1922, when MCC sent 50 Fordson tractors and plows to the Mennonites in Chortitza and other communities to help them grow their own crops Out of this need MCC was born 60 years ago. The congregations in Russia received with joy and gave thanks to God 
From its beginnings until the present MCC has worked to meet human need through both devel-opment and the giving of material a id Today MCC works in many places and with larger resources, but in the same spirit of love and sharing that drew it to South Russia in 1920. 
You can help MCC to give both food a n d the tools tha t help o thers 
grow the i r own food Designate your CROP con t r ibu t ion to MCC. 
M e n n o n i t e Cent ra l Commi t t ee 
21 S o u t h 12th Street 
Akron. PA 17501 
or 
MCC (Canada) 
2 0 1 - 1 4 8 3 Pembina Highway 
W i n n i p e g Mani toba R 3 T 2 C 8 
"T i . r . 
Tractors and plows operating a t j h e official opening c^-reconstruction a :a, Oct 19, 1922 
The Board of Christian Education 
Anticipates the Eighties © G O l 
The Brethren in Christ are a people 
of the Word. Throughout our two cen-
turies we have taken the Bible seriously 
as the authority for both doctrine and 
life. In the face of every challenge, we 
gathered around the Word. The wis-
dom and strength we drew from the 
Bible enabled us to confront and sur-
mount each successive challenge with 
vision and courage. 
As this new decade begins, the 
Brethren in Christ face new challenges— 
and are called anew to gather around 
the Word. As a denomination, we have 
considered the unchurched masses in 
our communities and, in response to 
the Lord's call to faithfully proclaim 
the Good News of the Kingdom, have 
accepted the challenge of doubling our 
membership in a decade. As new be-
lievers enter our congregations from a 
society saturated with materialism, in-
dividualism, hedonism, and moral 
relativism, it will be a challenge of the 
highest magnitude to fulfill Jesus' com-
mand to "make disciples . . . teaching 
them to observe all that I have com-
manded you." 
It is also evident that the pressures 
of inflation and diminishing energy 
resources will continue to force changes 
in North American life. It could well 
be that the Age of Affluence is past and 
the Age of Scarcity is upon us. If so, 
the ways we use to pass on our heritage 
of faith to our children and to those 
who join our fellowship will inevitably 
change. 
These challenges need not alarm us. 
The Brethren in Christ can turn the 
challenges of this decade into oppor-
tunities in the same way they have in 
the past—by gathering around the 
Word to determine appropriate expres-
sions of faithful discipleship. 
As the Brethren in Christ look to the 
Bible for wisdom and strength in this 
decade, the services of the Board of 
Christian Education will be crucial. As 
a Brotherhood that takes the Bible 
seriously, we take teaching seriously. 
Warren Hoffman serves as secretary of the 
Board of Christian Education. 
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And pastors and teachers, in order to 
teach well, need resources. The Board 
of Christian Education is committed 
to providing the best of these resources 
for the teaching ministries of Brethren 
in Christ congregations. 
Resources in Persons 
The Board of Christian Education 
marshalls its greatest resources to offer 
direct assistance to congregations. In 
this past biennium these resources have 
been made available in the training 
and skills of three capable directors, 
John Arthur Brubaker, John Yeatts, 
and Winnie Swalm. The directors have 
had contacts in the past two years 
involving over half of the Brethren in 
Christ congregations through consul-
tations, workshops, seminars, curricu-
lum meetings, speaking engagements, 
and board meetings. And they have 
maintained an active interchange with 
all of the regional boards of Christian 
education. 
In response to calls for closer con-
tact between directors and congrega-
tions, the Board of Christian Educa-
tion made plans to locate staff persons 
more broadly across the Brotherhood 
in cooperation with regional confer-
ences. 
The Canadian Conference is the 
first regional conference to request the 
appointment of a shared director under 
the guidelines of this proposal. Since 
August 1, 1979, Winifred Swalm has 
served the Canadian Conference half 
time and the General Conference half 
time, from an office located in Dun-
troon, Ontario. 
The favorable response to the Can-
adian shared directorship confirms the 
wisdom of locating denominational 
Christian education directors at key 
points throughout the Brotherhood. 
The Board of Christian Education is 
ready to work with other regional con-
ferences in the appointment of regional 
directors of Christian education when 
there is a bona fide indication of inter-
est which includes a commitment to 
adequate financial support. 
The Board of Christian Education is 
grateful to the Lord for the leadership 
provided by its staff. John Arthur 
Brubaker has given capable and per-
ceptive executive leadership for the 
board, with special contributions as an 
editor of the Foundation Series and 
On Your Way. John Yeatts has made a 
valued and respected contribution to 
the overall ministries of the board. He 
is to be commended for his fine leader-
ship in planning and organizing youth 
ministries including the Let YOUth 
Begin convention and in curriculum 
training. Winifred Swalm's wealth of 
experience in public education and her 
gifts in administration have added sig-
nificant strength to our team of directors. 
Resources in Curriculum 
The Board of Christian Education 
continues to participate in producing 
resources for the teaching ministry of 
our congregations. On Your Way is an 
exciting new membership education 
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piece for junior highs that serves as a 
companion piece to On Being Brethren 
in Christ, which is for older youth and 
adults. Both of these are useful for 
communicating a Brethren in Christ 
understanding of the Christian faith. 
The Heritage Series is a set of courses 
for teaching adults selected aspects of 
the Brethren in Christ genius and 
character. The Foundation Series chil-
dren's curriculum is undergoing revi-
sions to make it more useful to our 
churches; the youth and adult curric-
ula will be available in 1981. The 
Enduring Word Series, a Wesleyan 
adult curriculum, will also be pro-
moted in 1981. 
A curriculum training and service 
program has been developed for pro-
moting Brethren in Christ curriculum 
and helping local congregations to use 
the curriculum. Each geographic area 
of the denominat ion has a representa-
tive trained to promote and service 
Brethren in Christ curriculum. 
With the rapid growth of our de-
nomination, leadership training is cru-
cial. Many growing congregations are 
experiencing a shortage of persons to 
fill the growing number of leadership 
tasks. The Board of Christian Educa-
tion provides RELAY, a self-help pro-
gram designed to assist congregations 
in leadership training. The Christian 
Education Challenge is mailed quar-
terly to all congregational leaders. It is 
designed to broaden the horizons in 
relation to all aspects of Christian edu-
cation. Moreover, the directors are 
regularly conducting workshops and 
seminars to develop leadership in local 
congregations. 
Resources for Families 
Modern trends have brought many 
pressures to bear on families. The 
Board of Christian Education offers 
resources for strengthening the family. 
A Family Enrichment Packet provides 
resources and ideas for activities that 
strengthen families. The Family Ap-
pointment Calendar is a popular item 
for use in Brethren in Christ homes. 
The directors are also available for 
conducting marriage and family life 
resources. 
Resources for Youth 
A high priority in a growing church 
is the development of Christian youth 
into responsible adult leaders. Several 
programs of the Board of Christian 
Education are aimed at this end. The 
Bible Quiz program continues with 
David Brubaker giving creative and 
enthusiastic leadership. The Summer 
Service involves youth in short-term 
Christian service throughout North 
America and Canada. Youth Minis-
tries Resource is a set of program ideas 
booklets. Youth Notes is a form for 
sharing ideas between youth advisors. 
Lifework is a peace education resource 
which encourages youth to explore the 
biblical basis for peacemaking. Youth 
conventions are planned around top-
ics of interest to youth. At Let YOUth 
Begin five hundred youth received 
practical guidance in making voca-
tional choices based on Christian com-
mitment. A manual on making voca-





Resources for Sunday Schools 
In an era when congregations are 
growing, Brethren in Christ Sunday 
schools are only holding steady. In 
addition to the Sunday school curric-
ula mentioned earlier the Board of 
Christian Education provides resour-
ces for st imulating Sunday school 
growth. Sunday School of the Year 
awards are given to Sunday Schools 
that have grown numerically and that 
have maintained a high quality pro-
gram. Sunday School growth cam-
paigns like "All God's Children" last 
year helped congregations create en-
thusiasm. Teacher training courses like 
"Upon These Doorposts" are available 
for improving the quality of teaching 
in the congregation. 
The Eighties 
The Board of Christian Education 
has also engaged in energetic inter-
change about the trends in the church 
and society which are causing ferment 
in Christian education. We recognize 
that new approaches to teaching and 
nurture are implicit in our denomina-
tional growth expectations. This is 
illustrated by the fact that home Bible 
studies are increasing throughout the 
Brotherhood, and the close relation-
ships of one-to-one discipling are hav-
ing strong appeal. The Board also 
observes that the pressures of inflation 
and diminishing energy resources are 
beginning to affect congregation life. 
There is concern to find innovative 
ways to extend the usefulness of exist-
ing facilities. Some congregations are 
experimenting with "home church" 
gatherings for worship and teaching. 
Others conceive of congregational life 
without owning a building. The Board 
of Christian Education is watching 
these developments with supportive 
interest. At the present time guidelines 
are being developed to evaluate cur-
rent programs in terms of their effec-
tiveness to meet the challenge of the 
1980's. 
The Board of Christian Education 
prefers to invest its energy in providing 
resources. During the past biennium, 
however, the Board has had to reckon 
with a persisting pattern of budget 
shortfalls. In consultation with the 
Commission on Stewardship and Fi-
nance, the Board has endeavored to 
face its financial situation realistically. 
As a result, the board is launching a 
broad appeal for increased giving both 
by congregations and by individuals. 
Persons with interest in Christian edu-
cation are invited to participate in a 
revised SPICE program (Special Part-
ners In Christian Education) by con-
tributing $25.00 twice annually to the 
to page 14 
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MUSINGS OF A GARDENER 
As I planted the first seeds of my 
garden, 1 considered the spiritual les-
sons which could be learned from this 
earthly endeavor. 
First of all. the ground must be pre-
pared to receive the seed. It may need 
to be cleaned (sometimes burned off), 
plowed, or disced before it is ready for 
planting. Likewise, our hearts must be 
prepared to receive the seed of the 
Word of God. 
On the day we planted, it was cold 
enough to require winter coats, gloves, 
and hats. As I dropped each tiny seed 
into the row, I imagined I heard the 
peas wishing they could stay in the 
package. There they were protected 
f rom moisture, disease, weeds, and 
insects. Of course, they would always 
remain as they were—seeds. So, too, 
Mrs. Musser's husband, Harry, is pastor of the 
Ridgevue Brethren in Christ Church. 
Mrs. Jane E. Musser 
we need to be willing to part with the 
life we know and be willing to die in 
order to bring forth abundant fruit. 
In a few weeks the vegetables will 
begin to grow and right with them will 
grow weeds. Of course, the weeds must 
be pulled. I think the hardest weeds to 
pull are those closest to the plant itself. 
The weed and vegetable are so inter-
twined they are nearly inseparable. Like-
wise in our Christian lives, there are 
elements which do not promote growth. 
These sins need to be removed before 
they stunt our Christian growth and 
we become unfruitful. Jesus pinpointed 
some of the "weeds" which grow clos-
est to us. They are worries about our 
present life, the desire to possess what 
we don't have, and the false security of 
money. 
In addition to planting and weeding, 
a garden needs adequate water. It's 
easy to tell when to water. The plants 
begin to wither and die; they stop 
growing and stop producing fruit. So, 
too, in our Christian life. We need to 
be watered by the Word of God. We 
need to daily drink at the living foun-
tain, so we continue to flourish and 
produce fruit. 
When I first started gardening, I 
didn't mark the rows as I planted; con-
sequently, I didn't know one plant 
from another once they sprouted. I 
had to wait until they bore fruit. In our 
Christian lives it is the manifestation 
of fruit which evidences growth . . . 
love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-con-
trol. Jesus said, "Ye shall know them 
by their fruits." 
Finally, I plant many different vege-
tables in my garden. How dull to have 
only one kind! In our Christian body 
there are many different vegetables 
(members) but only one garden (body). 
BCE Anticipates 80's 
from page 13 
Board of Christian Education. The 
Board is hopeful that the Brotherhood 
will recognize the extent and value of 
Board of Christian Education services 
and respond generously to these appeals 
for increased giving. 
As we enter a new decade, the 
Brethren in Christ are called anew to 
gather around the Word. The chal-
lenges of the 1980's demand close 
attention to the Scriptures—to nur-
ture our relationships to God through 
God ' s Highway 
from page 7 
There were twenty Brethren in Chris t 
persons present . The Rev. Rober t H e m p y 
and Dr . Rona ld Sider both spoke. Five 
o the r s served on the Boards and C o m m i s -
sions. Vot ing member s fo r the business 
sessions included fou r of our five regional 
conferences in the U.S.A., and Edith Miller, 
miss ionary to Z a m b i a . It was also good to 
have Mary Beiser with the BIC delegat ion. 
Five BIC men have been a p p o i n t e d to 
serve in the organiza t ion : 
Bishop D o n a l d S h a f e r — 
Resolu t ions C o m m i t t e e 
Jesus Christ, to determine the appro-
priate responses of faithful disciple-
ship, and to teach our rich heritage of 
faith to our children and to those who 
join our fellowship. The Board of 
Christian Education is acutely aware 
of its responsibility to serve the Broth-
erhood as it gathers around the Word. 
We look to our Lord Jesus to give us 
the wisdom and grace to serve this age 
by providing the best resources availa-
ble to our pastors and teachers. In our 
task of making disciples, we serve in 
the confidence that the Lord of His-
tory is with us even to the end of the 
age. 
Bishop David Cl imenhaga — 
Member of BOA 
Bishop Henry A. Ginder— 
Nomina t ing Commi t t ee 
Dr. Ar thu r C l imenhaga— 
Cons t i tu t ion & By-Laws 
Rev. Simon A. Lehman, J r .— 
Membersh ip Commi t t ee 
The 1981 C . H . A . Conven t ion will be 
held at Louisville, Kentucky. The dates are 
Apri l 21-23. Plan now to a t t end . Dr. Leo 
T h o r n t o n is our new President and Lt. Col. 
William Robet ts , the Vice President , will 
be P rog ram C h a i r m a n . 
Sincerely, 
S imon A. Lehman, J r . 
The 1979 
Music Contest Winners 
The Music Commission announces 
the names of the winners of the 1979 
Brethren in Christ hymn contest. The 
winner was Joanne Barrett of the 
Grantham congregation for her hymn, 
"Jesus." There were three other hymns 
that received honorable mention, the 
only other award given. Two hymns by 
Chris Plitt of the Baltimore Church: 
"His Love Is Always the Same," and "I 
Believe that God the Father Sent His 
Son." A third honorable mention hymn, 
"Dedication Hymn," was done by Ron 
Long and Robert Ives. 
The judging is done by three judges 
who receive blind copies without know-
ing the composer or writer; and on the 
basis of their recommendation, the 
Music Committee announces a winner 
and honorable mention. 
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Editorial 
General Conference in Review 
Why convene a General Conference? What specific 
benefits accrue to the Brotherhood that justify the outlay 
of time, and resources? 
A review of General Conference happenings over a fifty 
year period reveals some interesting movements within the 
Brotherhood. Is it really meaningful to make so-called 
positive deductions either pro or con on a span of time as 
short as fifty years? One can rather easily detect trends. 
But, to ascertain the ultimate outcome of a movement 
requires an extended allowance of time. In church admin-
istration f rom the viewpoint of Christian and important 
values, there is the biblical "watch and pray" approach that 
is applicable to church life and values. 
Brethren in Christ heritage is deeply rooted in Christian 
fellowship. What enhances versus what hinders Christian 
fellowship within the group deserves careful study. 
The early part of the last fifty to sixty year period of our 
Church life witnessed an interesting development. As a 
Brotherhood we moved into a period of introspection. Not 
totally to the point of losing our objectivity but at least an 
undue amount of Church energy was spent "spinning" our 
wheels f rom within. The church became so involved in 
what we wanted to "save" that a disposition of introspec-
tion led in the natural course of becoming afflicted with 
introversion. 
It is probably at this point that a consistent coming 
together of the brethren in recurring General Conferences 
was a method of preserving our future. In addition, a good 
degree of Christian statesmanship and the divine grace of 
"give and take" resulted in an even stronger Brotherhood. 
By God's grace we found our way out of legalism through 
the manifold grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
We do well to remember: the Church of the last fifty 
years did not and could not resolve concerns for all time. 
There is a real sense in which each generation or so (mean-
ing forty to fifty years) must find its own way. (Not the 
message; this does not and dare not change!) 
A generation ago, our nation and the world suffered the 
severe stress of World War II. During those years, meeting 
in what was termed a 'limited General Conference,' 1943-
44-45, the General Conference convened each year at Mes-
siah College. Those were years of stress and an annual 
meeting of the General Conference just for administrative 
purposes was very significant. 
General Conference actions led our Brotherhood into 
wider areas of Christian fellowship. The Brethren in Christ 
Church joined the National Association of Evangelicals by 
an action of General Conference in 1949. One year later, 
membership was taken in the Christian Holiness Associa-
tion. Both of these organizations have benefitted our 
Brotherhood. Leadership within our Church has actively 
participated in both organizations and many of our 
churchmen have benefitted f rom attendance at conven-
tions and functions of N.A.E. and C.H.A. 
First presented in 1971 and further ratified in 1972 was a 
whole new move on the part of the General Conference. 
This action led the Brethren in Christ Church to the con-
vening of a biennial General Conference instead of meeting 
annually. Very sincere feelings were expressed for concerns 
that fall into three categories: Namely, 
1. The experience of Fellowship. 
2. Grass-roots involvement in General Conference. 
3. Transaction of necessary business. 
General Conference approved a biennial Conference 
with the anticipation that these three concerns can be cared 
for by specific planning and arrangement of a biennial 
conference. 
In 1957 the General Conference finalized the shift f rom 
districts, some 29 or 30, to six regional conference areas. 
That was 23 years ago. This General Conference will be 
considering the report of a Task Force that has studied our 
present administrative operation. While no final action is 
asked of this General Conference re administrative changes, 
likely certain refinements will result in greater effectiveness 
in the Church's ministry. Change for mere change's sake is 
not good administration, while review with an eye and ear 
for improvement is good business procedure. 
This assembly now convening represents the fourth 
biennial General Conference. More detailed planning is 
now a part of the program with sufficient flexibility for 
informal fellowship and get-together. Who knows? The 
generations following, if the Lord tarries, may and likely 
will, decide to do things differently. Again, let it be said: 
methodology of operation is comparably incidental. 
It is the message of God's love and redeeming grace that 
will be the message from generation to generation until 
Jesus comes! Amen. 
J .N.H. 
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A Lesson for South Africa 
Robert Mugabe's overwhelming victory in Zimbabwe 
has had profound effects on South Africa. One of the most 
significant questions asked is: Who are the real leaders of 
blacks in South Africa, leaders with whom the whites must 
negotiate in order to achieve peace and a hopeful future? 
Currently within South Africa a "Free Mandela" cam-
paign has already collected over 22,000 signatures. (Man-
dela is leader of the banned African National Congress and 
is imprisoned for life on Robben Island). For a vast major-
ity of blacks, Nelson Mandela is South Africa's Mugabe. 
He is the only person who articulates blacks' aspiration, 
the only one who can negotiate for a peaceful future. 
Mugabe offered Zimbabweans two conditions which no 
one else could: peace-^-an end to a war that cost well over 
20,000 lives and substantial social reforms. 
Within South Africa presently no blacks except Man-
dela promise a similar prospect. Those who might follow in 
his footsteps are quickly eliminated, as was Steve Biko. 
Those appointed by the government reflect a lack of inde-
pendence and do not enjoy widespread support. 
The South African government 's response to the cam-
paign has been surprisingly mild. The Minister of Justice 
was "sad" that even some white oppostion members of 
Parliament added their names to the list and stated that 
Mandela was a terrorist, not a political, leader. 
The church could also learn f rom the Zimbabwean 
experience. In discussions with the Catholic Justice and 
Peace Commission in Salisbury, and with Richard Knot-
tenbelt, a Quaker who served a jail sentence for refusing to 
serve in the Rhodesian forces, the conclusion emerged that 
by and large the church missed a valuable opportunity to 
prepare people for the coming change. 
Most of the churches took one of two options: some 
accepted the war as evil but necessary, with the conse-
quence that loyalties were primarily political (and often 
racial); others sought to remain aloof f rom the struggle, 
with the result that its people again found no direction. 
At a recent South African Council of Churches spon-
sored consultation to evaluate the Program to Combat 
Racism, a few influential blacks challenged whites to 
declare their allegiance. If within 12 months the churches 
(largely controlled by whites) do not stop equivocating 
their witness, then these blacks are prepared to establish a 
militant confessing church. 
Whether Mugabe is able to reconstruct Zimbabwe 
remains to be seen. A great deal of bloodshed has occurred 
to reach this stage. South Africa, in a parallel situation, 
may choose another route but this depends largely on the 
willingness of the government to relinquish some power 
and on the prophetic witness of the churches. At this point 
the indicators are not very promising. 
Orlando Redekopp, MCC South Africa/ Transkei 
Aid to Handicapped Zin 
During March and April Mennonite Central Committee 
sent four shipments of food and other items to Mozam-
bique for Zimbabwean refugees there. In the meantime 
officials reported plans to repatriate most of the refugees 
by midyear because of the cessation of hostilities and insti-
tution of a new government in Zimbabwe. 
However, not all of the refugees will be repatriated 
immediately. A camp of handicapped persons at Mirrote, 
Mozambique , will have to wait another year or so. The 
M C C Swaziland representative plans to negotiate divert-
ing as much as necessary f rom the MCC shipment to the 
Mirrote Camp. Other alternatives will be discussed for the 
rest of the shipment. 
Kristina Ediger, an MCCer f rom Swaziland, recently 
visited the Mirrote Camp for one week and requested 
immediate material aid for them. She states, "It would give 
me the greatest pleasure of my life to accompany a few 
truckloads back to the camp." 
Ediger, a trained physiotherapist who works with han-
dicapped children in Swaziland, was sent to Mirrote by the 
United Nations High Commission for Refugees in order to 
work on the physical therapy program for the camp resi-
dents. She made a report on her visit which included some 
. h n r 
of the following account. 
Presently 560 refugees live at Mirrote, 533 of these being 
handicapped. The adult age range is from 14 to 69 with the 
average age being 22. Most of these have been in Mozam-
bique for five or six years. 
The camp dwellers have no soap for themselves or their 
clothes, not enough clothes with most having only one 
change, shoes in bad repair and a lack of other basic 
necessities. 
The accommodat ions in a deserted Catholic mission are 
sparse. Some live in two dormlike hostels of an old stone 
mission building, which is also used for classrooms. Many 
live in small rooms, also former mission buildings, that are 
large enough for one, but two or three are crowded inside. 
These have no windows. The majority live in grass huts and 
over 90 stay in three large tents that leak when it rains. 
Their beds are propped up mattresses of bamboo, banana 
leaves or woven grass. 
Food is cooked outside in large black pots. Meals are 
served twice a day when enough food is available. The 
week Ediger was there the menu of beans and corn meal 
porridge never varied. 
